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Abstract 
A secondary consequence of hearing deficiency is represented by language disorder or the absence of its acquisition. If the child 
fails to acquire verbal language, besides the difficulties of accessing information, he will suffer also difficulties in communicating 
and determining optimal relationship with others, which will influence his whole subsequent development. This study aims to 
explore if hearing deficiency creates a typical personality profile, by analyzing the differences between hearing teenagers and 
those with hearing impairment. 
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1. Introduction 
In a society made up mostly of hearing people, where the information is transmitted more often oral, and 
language represent therefore the working tool of thought and interpersonal communication, hearing deficiencies, 
find themselves in a chance difference reported to the hearing people, in term of developing a fertile ground for 
familial, school, socio-cultural and professional integration. Therefore, the perspective of leading a normal life, 
knows some limitations. 
Through the language organization function, a man is able to reflect on the world and to analyze, to clarify his 
relations with the environment, with others, with himself. 
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Thus, given the role in the acquisition and operation of external information, which have a formative role 
(through it are born beliefs, values, aspiration and interest) influence of language on the development of individual 
human personality cannot be contested. 
If hearing impaired child fails to acquire language after demutisation process, it is expected that the influences of 
this secondary deficiency, stemming from primary deficiency- hearing deficit, to affect the normal development of 
personality. This is because the hearing impaired person finds himself unable to express his feelings, beliefs, needs 
and desires or fully understand their hearing partners. As a result, both cases of success or failure (and perhaps, 
especially the last ones) will influence the emotional states, conducting the coloration of his inner life and offer 
some specific characteristics, reported to the normal hearing person. 
In our country, although there have been, over time, some thorough studies on this subject, their number is 
insufficient and the recent studies are almost absent. 
Therefore, this study aims to bring useful current information, necessary knowledge in education and social 
integration of today’s hearing deficient teenager by capturing some features of his personality structure. 
2. Research design 
2.1. Research objectives  and hypothesis 
The objectives were systematically achieved. In the first place, it was determined the level of self-efficiency, 
depression, pessimism, and of some aspects of the frustration, namely the aggression direction, the reaction type, 
and the group conformity rating. Next, it were analyzed the connections between these variables so that in the end it 
was revealed the influence of the negative elements of personality on self-efficiency. 
The following assumptions were outlined: 
x it was assumed that people with hearing deficiency need the support and acceptance of the group that they are 
integrated in, to develop their skills and to succeed, unlike the hearing persons which are more individualistic, 
more oriented for the inner resources valorization. 
x it is assumed that the hearing deficient, due to the communication difficulties and the interrelationships with the 
hearing people has the pessimism/depression level higher than the one of the hearing persons 
x it is assumed that the self-efficiency of the hearing deficient persons is lower compared with that of the hearing 
persons 
x It is assumed that the hearing deficient, due to his communication difficulties, show a higher level of aggression. 
2.2. Methodology (subjects, procedure, instruments)  
  The sample consisted of two groups of subjects: a group composed of teenagers with different levels of hearing 
loss, varying from the light hearing deficiency to deafness, and a control group composed of normal-hearing 
teenagers. All subjects were aged between 17 and 20 years and they all were attending high school in Bucharest, 
Romania. To summarize, the sample included 66 subjects, 34 girls and 32 boys, equally divided. 
The study used several instruments applied to the two groups. To measure the level of self-efficacy it was used 
The Schwarzer and Jerusalem Self-efficiency Scale, 1995 and for the level of pessimism and depression were used 
,A.T. Beck Pessimism Scale and the CES-D Randloff Scale. The Rosenweig frustration test provided significant 
information about the direction of aggression (outwards aggression, repressed aggression, inwards aggression)and 
the type of reaction (ego defense, need persistence, obstacle dominance).  It  was  established  also  the  group  
conformity rating. 
Next, it was analyzed the connections between these variables so that in the end it was revealed the influence of 
the negative elements of personality on self-efficiency. 
     The tests were applied face to face, in groups of 6 students. In the Self-efficiency Scale and CES-D Randloff 
Scale they had to choose how well the items fits to them on a scale from 1 to 5. In the test to measure the degree of 
pessimism the items were assessed as true or false. The Rosenzweig Picture Frustration test consists of 24 cartoon 
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pictures, each portraying two persons in a frustrating situation. Each picture contains two "speech balloons," a filled 
one for the "frustrator" or antagonist, and a blank one for the frustrated person, or protagonist. The subject were 
asked to fill in the blank balloon with his or her response to the situation. 
3. Results 
The results showed there were some differences in personality structure between the two groups. Therefore, the 
hearing deficiencies have gained lower scores on self-efficiency and greater in depression and pessimism variables. 
Table 1. Study  results 
The next table proves that the differences discovered between the two groups regarding self-efficiency, 
depression and pessimism are statistically significant (p <,050) 
Table 2. Statistical siginification 
T Df Sig. (2-tailed) 
Self-efficiency Equal variances assumed -4,886 64 ,000 
Equal variances not assumed -4,886 57,912 ,000 
Depression Equal variances assumed 3,075 64 ,003 
Equal variances not assumed 3,075 63,042 ,003 
Pessimism Equal variances assumed 5,178 64 ,000 
Equal variances not assumed 5,178 61,474 ,000 
 The Rosenweig frustration test outlined different aspects between hearing teenager and an hearing deficient 
related to frustrating situations. The most significant differences were discovered regarding outwards aggression 
(8,78vs 6,31) and repressed aggression (6,43 vs 8,90), obstacle dominance (3,04 vs 3,90 )and the group conformity 
rating (7,66 vs 6,09). 
Table 3. Frustration study results 
Outwards 
aggression 
Repressed 
aggression 
Inwards 
aggression 
Ego 
defence 
Need 
persistence 
Obstacle 
dominance 
GCR 
Hearing 
deficient 
     6,31 8,90        5,56     10,03 6,90    3,98 
6,09 
Hearing person      8, 78            6,43        5,68 10, 71     7,12    3,04    7,66 
First correlation identified was between depression/pessimism and self-efficiency, correlation which proved the 
negatives influence of the first variables on self-efficiency. 
Variables                              Hearing deficient                         Hearing person 
                                                  (average)                                    (average) 
Self-efficiency                       30,54                                                   36,27 
Depression                            46,27                                                    41,42 
Pessimism                             11,15                                                      8,45 
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Next, it were found some correlations between self-efficiency/ depression/ pessimism and the group conformity 
rating, between outwards aggression and obstacle dominance, between the ego-defense reaction and the accent 
focused on solving the problem,  correlation between age and obstacle dominance,  and a  correlation between  non- 
punitive aggressiveness direction and obstacle dominance.
Thus, it was shown that if in the hearing group as self-efficiency increases the group conformity rating decreases, 
in hearing deficiencies group the two variables change in the same direction.  
More, if the hearing group was noticed a negative correlation between age of subjects and the dominant obstacle 
in the second group it was absent. 
Another significant correlation this time found only in the hearing deficiencies group was a positive correlation 
between repressed aggression and obstacle dominance. 
4. Conclusions 
The conclusions drawn from the interpretation of the results confirmed some assumptions and denied others. It 
has been shown that: 
x hearing deficient adolescents have a lower self-efficiency than the hearing adolescents (30,54 vs 36,27), being 
influenced by negative aspects of the personality of this group of subjects – depression, pessimism, frustration 
that proved also more pronounced than in the hearing adolescents case; 
x in hearing deficiencies group the group conformity rating is lower than it is in the hearing group (6,09 vs 7,66) 
and the type of response and orientation of aggression reported in frustrating situations, differ from the latter. 
Thus, if the analysis of hearing people responses at the frustration test has revealed the dominance of the 
outwards aggression and the type of response predominantly ego defense, hearing teenagers proved an repressed 
aggression and a  more pronounced dominance of the frustrating barrier; 
x even if the group compliance among hearing adolescents has some negative aspects by peer pressure and 
adherence to group norms, regarding the adolescents with hearing deficiency, the higher is the group conformity 
rating, the more secure and optimistic feel in their community and the more confident in themselves (positive 
correlation between self-efficiency and group conformity rating- pearson correlation= 453);  
x advancing in age in hearing teenagers is negatively correlated with the presence of the frustrating barrier (pearson 
correlation -362); in hearing deficient adolescents this phenomenon does not occur, and we can observe a gap 
between emotional maturity levels of the two groups;
x Although in the literature the term "aggression" is often used to describe the personality of hearing deficiencies, 
the present study has shown that they are less inclined to blame the others in frustrating situations (6,31 vs 8,78); 
x hearing impaired teenager got relatively the same values as hearing teenager at inwards aggression (5,56 vs 5,68) 
which shows that there are no differences between the two groups in relation to the degree of self-blaming 
x regarding repressed aggression, hearing deficient has obtained very high values -8,90 compared with the values 
of the hearing one -6,43. 
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